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SUBJECT:  NO  AGREEMENT  ON  WATER  SHARING  AT  NILE  COM  MEETINGS 

Classified  By:  Minister  Counselor  for  for  Economic  and  Political  Affairs  Donald  A.  Blome  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d). 

1. (C)  Key  Points:  — The  Nile  Basin  Initiative  (NBI)  ministers  failed  to  reach  consensus  on  a Cooperative  Freimework  Agreement  (CFA)  for  water  s 

2. (S)  Comment:  Egyptian  officials  were  extremely  tense  during  the  conference.  PM  Ahmed  Nazif,  Minister  of  Water  Resources  Mohamed  Nasr  Al  Din  il 

3. (C)  NBI  ministers  failed  to  reach  consensus  on  a CFA  for  water  sharing  during  July  25-28  meetings  in  Alexandria,  but  agreed  to  continue  CFA  r 

4. (C)  Mohamed  El  Mullah,  Egyptian  MFA  cabinet  advisor  for  African  Affairs  told  Poloff  on  July  30  that  Tanzania  presented  a paper  in  closed  dooi 

5. (C)  Sudan's  Minister  of  Irrigation  and  Water  Resources  Mohamed  Ali  Kamal  said  on  July  27  that  "extreme"  Nile  Basin  countries  should  reconside 

6. (C)  The  Egyptian  and  Ethiopian  water  ministers  met  bilaterally  behind  closed  doors  on  July  26.  This  meeting  was  followed  by  an  Eastern  Nile  { 

7. (C)  David  Grey,  Head  of  Global  Water  Resources  for  the  World  Bank,  doubted  that  Ethiopia  and  Egypt  could  reach  an  agreement  on  Nile  waters  ir 

8. (C)  All  nine  countries  praised  the  work  of  the  Nile  TAC,  which  preceded  the  ministerial  meetings  on  July  25-26,  in  implementing  development  p 

10.  (C)  The  British,  Canadian,  and  UNDP  representatives  all  support  the  creation  of  a formal  government  institution  as  the  best  way  to  manage  th 

11.  (C)  Dr.  Abdel  Fattah  Metawie,  Chairman  of  the  Nile  Water  section  in  the  Egyptian  Ministry  of  Water  Resources  said  the  African  delegations  ai 


